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e CRASH OF AT
AT 5:50 AJM., MARCH 20, 1957
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LA BARHART

'S

i1

AIRPY

"INVLSTIGATE AND REPORT UPOR
NR 16020 AT T.UKE FIGLD, OAHU, T.

AND CIRCUMSTANCES RETATING TO HER ARRIV

AND STAY AT WHEETLER AND T.UKE FIELDS, MARCH 18 TO 20, 19357,

PERSONNEY, ¥OR THE BOARD

Ma jor PHILLIPS MELVILIE, Air Corps, President (Luke Field)
18t Tieut., KENNETH A, ROGERS, Air Corps, Member (vWheeler Field)
1st Tieut., HARRY S. BISHOP, Air Corps, lMember (TLuke Field)
2nd Tieut., NORMAN T.. CATTISH, Air-Reserve, Recorder (Luke Field)

This Board comprises the standing ACCIDENT CTASSIFICATION COMMITTEE, T.UKE

FIELD, ToHe, (AeCo Cireular 15-14, 5/1/34.) with the addition of omne member
from YHEET.ER FISLD appointed per oral order of the Commanding General, 18th

Composite Wing,

Oral instructions to the Board were to investigate and render a detailed, |
confidential report on the circumstances of the crash of Miss Zarhart's, Tocke ;
heed "Electra” airplane at Tuke Field on the morning of March 20, 1957, ine

cluding, for record, an account of the preparation made for her arrival at
vheeler Field; her stay at that post; the transfer of her airplane %o Tuke
Field; preparations for her take-off for Howland Island and a detailed report
of all services rendered by the personnel of either post and the Hawailan air
Depot, from the date of arrival until the airplane was shipped aboard the S,
Se. TLURLINE, March 27, 1937,

The Board was convened at Tuke Field in accordance with the foregoing in-

structions at 8:30 A.l., March 22, 1937,

Present:

All members.

At this meeting the instructions to the Board were imparted to all mem=
bers; arrangements made for the collection of signed statements from competent
eye-witnesses; the Wheeler Field member was instructed to secure a statement
covering the details of Miss EBarhart's arrival and stay at that post; lHeade
quarters Tuke Field, were called upon for a similar report; The Commanding Of-
ficer, Hawailan air Depot was called upon for a report of the fasilities plac~

ed at Miss Zarharts' disposal and services rendered by Depot personnel; dispo-
sition of the wrecked airplane; inventory of equipment, ete. Members of the
Board who had not previously done so then inspected the Tuke Fleld )
'mat, the wheel tracks of Miss Harhart's airplane and the dams
jﬂm Final Assembly Hangar, Hawaiian Alr Depot. o

The Board was adjourned, subject to eall, ﬂf’“llzﬁ .h.lu"h “

e

The Board was reconvened at the call of the President at 8130 Adfe, MATGR
24, 1937, to review the evidence then available. / :

Present:

All members.
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The Board was adjourned at 10:00 A.d., same date, pending completion of
these proceedings,

Due to the fact that Miss Larhart and her party left Honolulu aboard the
Se8e MALOLO at Noon, March 20, 1957, the Board was unable to obtain any state~
ments from the personnel involved in the orash and has had recourse to Miss
Zarhart's statements to the Press as published in Honolulu newspapers.

After due consideration of the available evidence the Board reconstructs
the details and sequence of events from the time of Miss Earhart's arrival on
the morning of March 18 to her departure at Noon, March 20, 1937, substantiale
1y as follows:

WHEFT.ER FICLD:

Miss Amelia Parhart with Mr. Paul Mantz, technical advisor; Captain Harry
lanning, navigator and Mr. Fred J. Noonan, co-pilot and assistaent navigator,
landed in her Tockheed "Electra”™ airplane, Department of Commerce No. NR 16020
at Vheeler Field, T.H., at 5:45 A.M., March 18, 1957, having flown from Qake
land, California on the first leg of a projected "Round-the-World” Fiight.
Comprehensive preparations for her arrival previously made by the Commanding
Officer, vheeler Field were put into immediate effect. (See Exhibite B & C).
The airplane was placed under cover in the hangar of the 75th Service iquadron
and the personnel of the flight, after breakfasting at the quarters of the
Commanding Officer, Wheelsr Field, left for rest at the residence of Mr. Chris-
tian R. Holmes, Honolulu. No instructions were left by Miss Earhart or lr.
Mantz at this time relative to the care and maintenance of the airplame. At
the direction of lst Tieut. Kemneth A. Rogers, Station Engineering Officer,
Wheeler Field and under the supervision of Mr. Wilber Thomas, Honolulu repre-
sentative of the Pratt & Vhitney Aircreft Company and 1st T.ieut. Donald D.
Armold, Engineering Officer, Hawaiian Air Depot, the personnel of the Station
Engineering Department undertook a routine inspection and serviceing of the
airplane and engines., (See Exhibit B for work performed)., lir. Mantz had state
ed, on arrival, that for the last six hours of the flight the right-hand Hamile
ton, constant~speed propeller had been frozen in a position of fixed piteh,
Special attention was, therefor, paid to filling the propellers with fresh lue
bricant. At about 3:00 P.M., Mr, Mantz retwrned to Wheeler Field and the aire
plane was placed on the flying line for test. The self-adjusting piteh mecha~
nism of the right-~hand propeller still failed to function. The engines were
stopped and the defective propeller removed for disassembly and inspection,

The latier revealed a badly galled condition and that the blades were frozen
in the hub due %o improper or insufficient lubricant. 4s the necessary tools
for dismounting the propeller and remedying this condition were not avallable
at Wheeler Field, the left~hand propeller was also removed from the airplane
and both propellers taken to the propeller section Hawaiian Air Depot, T uke
Field, for reconditioning. The Depot persomnel worked throughout the night on
the propellers which were returned to Wheeler Field at 2:00 AJd., March 19 and
re-installed on the airplamne. (See Exhibits 4 & E). At this time the hour of
Miss Barharts' departure for Howland Island, was st111 undetermined but 1t was
generally understood that she would take~off late in the afterncon of
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weather permitting. Nr. Mantz arrived from the city at 11:00 A.M. and was ade
vised of the work that had been performed on the airplane and the propellers.
He requested that the airplane be partially serviced with gasoline and an ad-
justment made to the right-hand oleo leg. This was done. The airplane was
then placed on the flying line for engine test. During this test the propel=
lers functioned perfectly. At about 11:15 A.M. Mr. Mantz with Mr. Christian
R, Holmes and Miss Terry Mines as passengers took off for a test flight. Pree
vious to the take~off he announced that he would land at Tuke Field %o have
the airplane instruments checked at the Depot and if the landing mat at that
station afforded beter conditions for Miss Earharts' take-off, that he would
remain there.

LUKE FIELD:

The Operations Officer, T.uke Field was notified by telephone of Mr.
Mantz'e intention prior to his departure from Wheeler Field and steps were ime
mediately teken to ¢lear the airdrome, Mr. Mantz landed safely at about 12:00
Noon. The landing was reported by telephone to the Operations Officer, 18th
Composite Wing, Fort shafter. He was met by Brigadier General Bartoa K. Yount,
Air Corps, Colomel Millard ¥, Harmon, Post Commander and Lieutenant Arnold,
Depot Engineering Officer. Mr. Mantz stated at this time that the airplane
engines and propellers were functioning excellently and that Miss Earhart would
definitely make her take-off from Tuke Field at an hour to be determined after
study of expected weather reports. After making arrangements for the refueling

of the airplane by the Standard 011 Company, Homolulu, Mr. Mantz left for the
eity at 1:30 P.M.

The Standard 011 gasoline arrived at Tuke Field by truck at 2:350 P, and
refueling through a chamois strainer was begun under the supervision of the
Depot Inspector. Considerable sediment was observed in the chamois strainer
and refueling was stopped at the order of Tieut. Arnold, who immediately notie
fied Mr. Mantz by telephone of this difficulty. The latter requested that the
airplane be refueled with Air Corps gasoline. Authority to do so was obtained
by Tieut. Arnold from T.ieut. Colonel Hume Peabody, Operations Officer, 18th
Composite Wing, who happened to be present. As there was a possibility of mis-
understanding due to the gasoline situation, Tieut. Arnold requested that lr,
Mantz return to TLuke Field and assume responsibility for the refueling in per-
son. The latter did so, reaching Tuke Field at 4:15 P.M. After additional
tests of the Standard 011 gasoline Mr. Mantz again requested Air Corps gasoline
and 515 gallons were serviced into the airplane from the segregator-equipped
Alr Corps refueling truck, of the 72nd Bombardment Squadron. (See Exhibit E,
page 4). Serviceing being completed, at Mr. Mantz's request the airplane was
placed in the Final Assembly Hangar at 7:50 P.M. under guard., Somewhat earlier
Tieut, Arnold had a telephone conversation with Miss Zarhart and was informed
gshe would take-off at 11:00 P,M. or at dawn, that the decision would be an-
nounced by 10:00 P.d. Shortly after the return of Mr., Mantz to Honolulu he

telephoned that a dawn take-off had been decided upon and that Miss Zarhart and
her party would reach T.uke Field about 3:30 A.M. | |

During the night it showered heavily. The Depot p«
ed to work on Miss Earhart's airplane spent the night i




The only visitors were one or two press representatives. At 3:45 A.M. the air-
plane was placed on the apron, the area roped off and a heavy guard establishe
ed. Traffic to the Fleet Air Base was halted, except for Navy personnel. Miss
Earhart and party reached Tuke Field via the Fleet Air Base at 4:30 A.i. On
arrival Mr. Mantz requested 75 additional gallons of gasoline which were sere
viced, making a total of 590 gallons of Air Corps gasoline furnished and a to~-
tal load of 900 gallons according to a statement made by Miss Earhart. At 4:40
A.M. a number of Press representatives arrived via the Navy. Due to the fact
that the T.uke Field ferry does not commence operations until 6:15 A.M. there
were no casual visitors or sight-seers. At 5:00 A.M. Mr. Mantz thoroughly in-
spected the airplane, including the tires, warmed up the engines and then shut
them off. Mise Zarhart then took her place in the pilot's cockpit and at her
request the Southwest flood-lights were turned om for a short period to permit
her to survey the runway. She decided to delay take-off until there was suf-
ficient daylight to see clearly. At 5:350 Captain Manning and Mr, Nooman board-
ed the airplane and Miss Earhart started the motors. At 5:40 she taxied slowly
to the Northeast end of the runway accompanied by the T.uke Field fire truck
(also termed the “"Crash Truck"). Members of the work detail of the Hawaiian
Air Depot stationed themselves at intervals along the wWest side of the runway,.
A special guard of enlisted men had previously been stationed at 200 feet ine
tervals between the hangar line and the runway for the dual purpose of keeping
the mat clear and to check the point at which the airplane left the ground.

As Miss Xarhart taxied down the mat a Navy "Grumman" airplane taxied out from
the Navy side and in spite of efforts by a Naval Officer to wave him down, fol-
lowed her to the end of the runway and parked off the mat out of her way. Fly-
ing conditions at this time were good; ceiling about 35,000 feet; wind Southere
1y, not exceeding 2 MPH; visibility at the surface about 5,500 feet rapidly ine-
creasing with advancing daylight.

THE CRASH:

On reaching the end of the mat Miss Barhart turned and after a brief delay
opened both throttles. As the airplane gathered speed it swung slightly to the
right. Miss Earhart corrected this tendency by throttling the left hand motor.
The airplane then began to swing to the left with inereasing speed, character-
istic of a ground-loop. It tilted outward, right wing low and for 50 or 60
feet was supported on the right wheel only. The right-hand landing-gear sude
denly collapsed under this excessive load followed by the left. The airplane
spun sharply %o the left sliding on its belly and amid a shower of sparks from
the mat and came to rest headed about 200 degrees from it's initial course.

The fire truck had followed along the side of the mat during the take-off and
reached the scene within a few seconds as did the observers nearest the crash.
There was no fire., Niss Barhart and her crew emerged umhurt. The visible dame
age to the airplane was as follows:= Right wing and engine nacelle severely
damaged, left engine nacelle damaged on under side, right hand rudder and end
of stabilizer bent. Minor demage to the underside of the fuselage. '
pellers bent. The engines were undamaged. _ ruptured.
aged airplane was roped off under guard as
of-the-Day. All unauthorized persons were
salvage initiated by the Depot Engineering
- d -




part of the gasoline was first pumped from the tanks into a refueling truck,
Depot personnel then commenced to disassemble the airplane, preparatory tc ree
moving it from the mat. A1) loose property of technical or personal nature was
collected under the supervision of am officer and placed for safe keeping in a
stock room at the Depot. The work of removing the damaged airplane was contine
ued in spite of steady rains and was completed by 5:00 P.M. at which time the
airplane was housed in the Fina)l issembly Hangar pending disposition. 4t 9:00
Aolis Mre. Emil Williams, Department of Commerce Inspector arrived at T.uke Field
for the purpose of investigating the crash. By order of the Wing Commander, he
was accorded every assistance and permitted to interview and take statements
from witnesses. On March 25 the Commanding Officer, Hawalian Air Depot issued
orders that the work of disassembly be continued and the airplane prepared for
shipment to California, This work was completed March 26 and the airplane dee
livered to the representative of the Young Brothers Company for transfer by
barge to Homolulu, It was shipped, addressed to Miss imelis Earhart, Burbenk,
California, aboard the S.5. Turline, which sailed for Sem Francisco at fioon,
m W. lmi

FINDINGS :

The Board finds thet Miss Amelia Zarhart with Mr. Paul HMantz, technical
advisor, Captain Harry Mamning and Mr, Fred Nooman landed in T.ockheed "Electra” /
airplane NR 16020 at Wheeler Field, Oahu, T.H., at 5:45 A.M. » March 18, 1937;
that adequate preparations had been made for her arrival by the Commanding Of-
ficer, "heeler Field; that the personne]l of the Station Engineering Department
under competent supervision carried out a thorough check of the airplane snd
engines; that a dangerous condition of the propellers was discovered and reme-~
died at the Hawailan Air Depot; that subsequently the propellers functioned
perfectly; that the airplane was flown to Tuke Field at Noon, March 19, 1957;
that at this time it was announced by Mr. Mantz, technical advisor for Miss
Earhart, that she would take-off from T.uke Field as the mat afforded better
conditions than sheeler Field; that during the afternoon 515 gallons of Air
Corps gasoline were serviced into the airplane at the request of Mr. Mantz and
on authority of Tieut. Colonel Hume Peabody, Operatione Officer, 18th Composei te
Wing; that this was later increased to 590 gallons making a total gasoline load
of 900 gallons according to statement by Miss Earhart; that at about 9:00 Palle,
March 19, Luke Field was notified that the take~off would be made at dawn; that
Miss Earhart and party reached T uke Field at 4:30 A.M., March 20, 19357, and
that the airplane, including the tires, was inspected by Mr. Mantz shortly
thereafter; that Mise Zarhart with Captain Menning and Mr. Noonen as crew taxe
ied out for take~off at 5:30 A.M.; that take-off was made from Northeast to
Southwest; that after a run of epproximately 1,200 feet
the landing mat due to the collapse of the landing gear

airplane was damaged to an extent requiring ma jor
were suffered by Miss Barhart or her erew; that

the Tuke Field landing mat was damaged necessitating
damage was sustained by government or private property,
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the Station Engineering Department, Wheeler Field and by the Hawaiian Air De-
pot; that no requests were refused; that Miss Barhart's technical advisor, Mr.
Paul Mantz, landed the airplame on the mat at Tuke Field about Noon, March 19,
1957, at which time he inspected it and pronounced it suitable for her takee
off for Howland Island; that her decision to use it was based on his recousen=
dation; that the nature and condition of the T.uke Field landing mat had no
bearing on the causes resulting in the crash; that in a signed stat to
the Press (See ixhibit O) Miss Earhart stated: "The runway is excellent and
every facility for safe flying available"; that, subsequent to the crash,
prompt and efficient action was taken by the ingineering Officer, Hawaiian Alr
Depot, to remove the damaged airplane from the runway and to safeguard it and
the technical and persomal property it contained; that it was subsequently
shipped to Miss amelia Earhart, Burbank, California, on board the S.5. Lurline
sailing from Honolulu, March 27, 1957, in compliance with orders of

authority based on the written request and authorization of Miss Barhart.

CONOT.US 0 :

It 18 the conclusion of the Board that every reasonable assistance and
facility was accorded Miss Earhart by the 18th Composite vWing to facilitate
her f1ight and that no c¢laim of negligence or responsibility in connection
with her erash can be sustained sgainst the personnel, equipment or facilities
made available to iiss Earhart by the Commanding Ceneral, Hawaiian Department,

FEC RMENLATI NG :

G ciida
PHIVLLIPS MELVILLE,

Ma jor, Alr Corps,
President,

; m - ]
/ / 18% Tieuts, Corps,

DEPURTMENT AIR OFFICE
18th Composite Wing Headquartiers
Fort Shafter, T. Hi




LIST OF EXHIBITS: | e
"A" Statement by the Lngineering Officer, Wheeler Field, T.H. e
"B" "plan for Amelia Larhart Putnam Flight", Ieadquarters theeler Field, T.H.
"g" Tetter, "Amelia Earhart Putnam Flight", Headquarters Wheeler Field, ToHe
"p* statement by the Operations Officer, Luke Flield, T.H. B g A

*E" suu-nnymwnrnm.mmm

"F" Statement by Mr. Geo. He Miller, Hawaiian Alr Depot.

"g* stetement by Mr. Fred D, Wood, Hawaiian Air Depot.

"H* Statement by Mr. E. L. Heidlebaugh, Hawaiian Air Depot.

"I* Statement by Mr. Lynn V. Young, Hawaiian Alr Depot.

e summmm:.oam.mm,umm
"K* Statement by Private E. C. Schultz, 6878061, 65th Service Squadron,
" Photographs of wrecked airplane.

m" Inventory of property shipped.

"N" Request for shipment and release from responsibility.

"0" Newspaper clippings.




STATEMENT OF FIRST LIMNUTHANANT XENNIETH A. ROGIR::, Alr Corps, Engineering Off:l-l
cer, ’heeler Field, T.H.

The enclosed copies of (a) Gemeral infommation about the imelia Barhart
Putnam Flight and, (b) Plan for imelia Barhart Putnam ¥light, published at
Wheeler Fleld, give a comprehensive pieture and understanding of the pre=rlight
preparation and plans at Wheeler Field, so the following deals entirely with
what was done for Miss Harhart while she was here and on the way here.

From the time Miss Earhart left Califormia the Group Radio Station stood
by on all three frequencies it was possible for her $o send on until she had

flight and plotted her course throughout the night. They made periodieal reports
when requested by Globe Wireless, concerning the weather and field conditions at
Wheeler Field.

After she landed, the Group Operations Officer and the Alrdrome Officer,
with sufficient enlisted personnel, directed Miss Harhart to the 75th Service
Squadron hangar. The crash truck followed the plane to the hangar, and the
ambulance with the flight surgeon in charge was available on the hangar line,
Instead of stopping on the ramp, the airplane was taxied into the hangar before |
the motors were cut. The hangar was kept clear of all people except those officially
on duty there and the receiving party. The hangar was roped off and every effort
made to safeguard the plane from damage.

As soon as the crew had cleared the plane and tsken a little time for
pictures, they were eacorted to the Commanding Officer's quarters where food was
awaiting them. A direet line telephone had been installed there for the use of
Miss Earhart,

From approximately 3:00 a.m. on the morning of her arrival, and mntil after
she departed, suffiecient military police, augnented by a battalion of Infantry,
furnished the necessary guard and controlled the traffic situation.

Mr., Maftz departed with the rest of the crew with no word whatsoever as to
mtmtnhhuhthuphminthomdmuuﬂm-om.lr. Thomas,
the Pratt and Whitney engine man for this territory, was present and he and the
Engineering Officer took it upon themselves to do what is usually done to put

an airplane into suitable condition for the contimmance of such a flight. The
following work was done:

1. Checked piteh adjusting screws for proper setting.
2. Greased counterweight caps.

Se Pumped gasoline from right wing tenk into left wing tank.
4. Drained oil.

S Serviced with 68 quarts of oil: 34 quarts in each tahk.

6e Spark plugs removed, cleamed, spark gap adjusted and reinstalled.
7. Magneto breaker points checked. .

8. Intake packing nuts re~tightened.

9. Tightened carburetor heater nuts. '
m.wmhutmmmum. 5
11. Both batteries re-installed.

12. Greased propeller hubs with special grease brought with airplene.

13. Removed control box and installed spare ¢ _ - Lo
14. Removed control box and checked same and found that &
was set to cut at botween 60 and 70 amperes.

-1~



15, Checked ignition system and found a fuse blown, caused by improper setting
of current eontrel, to cut out at between 60 and 70 amperes.

16. Adjusted both control box maximum current controls to cut out at 45 smperes,
and reinstalled one control box.

17. Checked voltage control and reverse ewrrent cut-out on both comtrol boxes.

18, The valves of No. 1 eylinder on each engine checked by Mr. Thomas.

19. The compression of each cylinder on both engines checked by Mr. Thomas.

20. Buldb in instrument light dimmed by painting it white.

21. Engine r ing cowlings removed, cleaned, inspected and reinstalled.

22. Puel and oil lines, connections and piping inspected.

23. Fire extinguisher line taped up.

When the plane arrived lMr. Mantz said that something had gone wrong with one
of the propellers to the extent that the piteh could not be changed and that he had

evident that these hubs had not left Oakland with very much grease in them.

It took all morning and until about three in the afternoon to finish the above
checking, but the ship was then ready to be rum up to find out if the grease which
was foreed into the hubs had cleared up the propeller trouble. Mr. Mantz very oppor-
tunely showed up at this time and proceeded to run the motors up. The controlling
mechanism on the left propeller worked dbut the piteh on the right one would not
change even the slightest degree., During this rum up it was also detemmined that the
reason the generator had failed to show a charge during the latter part of the trip
was due entirely to the fact that the fuse was blown out and not to the contrel box
being outmof order, as Mr. Mantz had insisted upon landi ng.

The ship was pushed back into the hangar and the right propeller removed and
taken to the propeller room for cheek. It was partly disassembled and found to be very
badly galled and the blades frozen solidly in the hub. This was believed to have been
caused by the lack of and use of improper lubricant: an opinion expressed by both
Mr. Thomas and Master Sergeant Biando, the latter the best propeller man at Wheeler
Field. The theory that the hubs were nearly dry whem the plane left the mainland was
further augmented, it previously having been noted that there was no possibility of
the grease having leaked or been thrown out sinee the propellers and the engines
presented a remarkably elean and grease-free appearance when work was first started.
At this point it was thought that Vheeler Field did not possess the proper tools to
ganplete the work regquired on the propellers, and upon the advice of the Depot
Engineering Officer the left propeller was taken off the engine and both sent to the
Depot for overhaul.

The propellers were returned to Wheeler Field about two o'clock in the worning
and were installed by the crew which the iIngineering Officer kept in the hangar for
thet purpose after being told by telsphone by Mr. Mantz at seven o'clock that night
that there was a possibility Miss Barhart would want to leave around eij nine
in the morning. When the installation had been eompleted and the cowlings safetied
and checked, the crew retired for a much needed three |

The orew and the Engineering Officer were back on the
morning but found they could had used the time for sleep %o
Eathart party arrived until nearly eleven o'cloek.

-2~
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PLAN FOR AMELIA EARHART PUTMaN FLIGHT,

GUARD: :
' Military Police, Hewaiien Division.

AIRDROUE. Al
Guard around entire airdrome and at gate at 0ld \heeler Field road.

A strong Infantry reserve.

75th SARVICE SQUADRON HnNGﬂR
! M. P. representative.,

3 motoreycles (M. P.'s).

Extra gudrd with rope for emergency. .

ATR CORPS: N T
' .Will furnish one squad under Alrdrome Officer 1o meot @nd escort

plane to hangar. i

At Han@' - 2 orderlies with motorcycles at 75th S.uadron hangar.

-

2 orderlios at telephone, 75th Syuadron hangar, first floor.
Cheirs.
Ropes far use in emergency.
Press under G-2, Hewai ian Division. Room with 4 telephones in 75th
Squadron’ Opérations ‘Office, second floor.
2 toilets; 1 in hengar, 1 on secord f loor.
Announcer ‘and loud spéaknr at 26th ntmé: Squadren in front of

Operations 0“ficc with 2 runners (1 motoreycle).

Communic ations Section on air (I;ééaiving only) during both flights.
Relay i'nrurnntinn‘tn_loud speaker. All information rala}e;d to

Lieat. TISBEFTS at 75th Squadron hengar. G-;E to censor and return

R

to loud spesker, -
5 ! y -. ! ot "!‘:i!.a‘i,--;:;ﬁ"

; S " : S .‘ 1!.1‘ . 2 2 . o = _;_‘-_,' I
St g el Teided et URATTION ulses S N
- - B k_ .
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GUESTS AUD CROWD:
Reception committee and Staff, press and civilians connected with
flight at hangar, to include any of the following who arrive:
' HECEPTION COMMITTEE
1. “Nay. Geme and Mis. Tiwk, Miss Hhewse and partye
2. Maj. Gene and ﬁrg. Moses, Colonel and Mrs. Chaffin and partye
3. Brigs Gen. and Mrs. Yount and party. |
4. Admiral and Mrs. Murfin and party or 'repfeaanﬁativa
B. Amelia Earhart Reception Comiiftee (4 or 5) :
6« GOvernor and party or rapreaentativa.
7« Mayor Wright and party or rﬁprénen'tatﬁ;a.
8. Lt. Colonel and lMrs. MoDonnells

HAVATTA

le (-2, Hawaiian Division - Major Gwynn.
2¢ Me P. Officer - Major Bolling.
3. (-2, Hawaiian Department - Major Buell.
EICGHTEENTH PURSUIT GROUD
1. 83, Major Frierson, Alrdrome Officer at 19th Squadron initially.

2. Flight Surgeon - Hajur Cammings and ambulance at 19th Squadron
‘initially. -

3+ Executive in Charge'of general arrangements - Lte Tibbettse
4s IEngineering Officer - Lieut. Rogers.
| OTHERS
le Representative Hawailan Air Depot - Lieuts Arnolds
2 Repmﬁantativa f‘ratt and ‘;‘?hitney.
3+ Representative Standard O0il Company.

4. Representative Press.

’ - " - - s o e . L
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IT

Military and Naval commissioned persomnnel in uniform, including guests,

in area between 6th Sgdne. and 26th Sqdn. hangars normally used for re-

viewse The concrete runway in front to be roped off and 200 chairs

provided.
Le
2e
De
4

He

The following to be admitted:

Genaral Officers and pariies.

Colonels and parties.

All Air Corps Commissioned permsOn®l and parties.
Naval Officers and parties.

Civilians, approved by Major Wheeler or his assistants.

Major Wheeler to represent the Commanding Officer in this area. Lt.

Henderson to assist hime The loud speaker to be placed to serve this

aAreae.

Military and Naval enlisted personnel in uniform, and their guests,

on ramp In front of 6th and 19th Squadron hangars.
CIVILIAN GUEST AREA:

Civilian cars to be parked in area east of Group Headquarters between

flying field and main roade. Captain Wriston and an assistant to be in

charge of this area.

IRAXFIC CONTROL;

To be controlled by Military Policee The Press to be given identi-

fication by G-2.

ZARKING:

l« Receiving party and staff at hangar--roads east and west of 75th

Service Squadron hangar.

2¢ MiliSary and Naval Commissioned persomnel in uniform--area ad jacent

»

to base ball diamond,




3. Bnlisted personnel in uniform on road beatween Group Headquarters
and Carter Gﬁte.
4 Oivilian - all parking to be in area between Group Headgquarters
and Wright Gate.- | & _
A Guard to be placed on thelinnaf loop, Officers' quarters area and the

Coménding Dfficer's quarters by the Military Police%

Ong (1) Air Corps lMotoreoyole OQrderly on duty at the Commanding Officer's

quarterse

Admission to the Loop - Officers and guests living in the area, others at

the discretion of the Military Police.

The Adjutant, Whaelar Field or replacement designated by him to determine

final admission to quarterse.

AMr. Cogswell and typist te be permitted access to quarters ton assist Miss

Barhart in writing a story for tho press, at hor raqueste

An Extra Tolephons to be installed in Col. MeDonnell's quarters for trans-

misagion of the storye.

PROCECDURE UPON ARRIVAL:
When her airplane lands a squad in fatlgu~ olothes under the Airdrome Officer

4

to advance and escort her to the 75th Squadron hangar.

When the Plane Stops on Ramp: Admiral's representative, Gen. Drum, Gen. lioses,
Gen. Yount, Governor Poindexter, Mayor Wright, G-2, Maj. Cwynn with press

representative go to the plane.

Press permitted to take picture only until an interview is authorized by G-2.

Motorsycle escort %o Oomnanding foicer'a quarters.

e




S-3 TO CONTACT iR. MaiIING 4S SOON 4S PRACTICABLE REGARDING:

L. Beggage to go to guarters.

2. Suggest parking of plane in hanger after departure for quarters.

3. Offer to place guard over it.

4. Verify responsibility of Pratt smd \hitney Representstives for
condition of plane, and Standard Oil for gassing.

5., 4xplain that we are prepared to furnish any assistance possible
under regulations,

6. Verify the fact that they are to receive weather reports from
other sources, and who is responsible for delivery. No weather
reports will be given by the 18th Pursuit Croup except to the
Navy on their request.

7 Asoertaiﬁ time of planned departure.

8. Deliver any mail or messages that may have been received.

9. Coordinate plan for laying out runway for take-off.

Rest Romm for %iomen is prepared on the first floor, 2nd door on right

of hangar -- for lMen, on 2nd floor in Press Room.
Chairs to be arranged for rcceiving party.

Four telephone lines to Honolulu to be provided for in Press Room.

Chairs with Arms suitable for writing to be in Press Roam.

liilitary Police to nmintain the same guard during period of stay.

The same arrangement to be followed for take-off as for arrival,




ADMIT'TSTRATION:

1. The amphibian to be on the alert during incomins

and outzoing fli-ht.

2. Crash boat at Haleiwa to be on alert.

S Raquas% Lukée 7ield Crash boat and amphibiﬁn to be on alert.

4, flfing at .hecler Field to be discontinued on day of y

3 ﬁrrifal and departure.
5. Aifﬁl&ﬁes excent amphibian to be locked in han:ars.
6. Any necessary flying exnapt'trips ordered to Hilo to be
‘from Luke Field.
f.' Unifo?m, Comaandin: Officer, Staff of “ﬁaelar Field
blouse, alacks,zyellow Jloves. Other pérsbﬁnel the same
as on operatin: days.
8. "Crounds and 75th Hangar, 5peéial attention to general police,
9. .eather reiorts to be forarded to Comiandin: Cfficer's
cuarters periodiecally.

10. Headquarters Iavaiian Department, iig. 18th Composite Tiﬁg,
He'raiian Division, C-2 end lfilitary TFolice - Ha aiian Division
to be notified of probable tine of arrival and departure of
plane &s i;formﬁficn is received. - (Lieut. Tibbetts)

11. Yo restricitions on cameras.
 12. 11th Photo Section to make 2 cameras and 2 operators available

to Division -2,

jﬁ? kG _t..
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13, B0 (2) copies of photo raphs approved by =2 to be delivered

e

. iy
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to Commandinz Ufficer's cuarters as soon as developed for
Miss _arhart .nd navi_ator.

14. Air Corps Supply Cfiicer to be thorouzhly familiar vith
proceedure for issue of spare partis.

15. Liﬁmariﬁat&una?affleer to endevour to ascertain from Naval
iir Base frequency upon which airplane will operate.

16. A brief letter of instructions to be issued for Euid&ﬁce of
all concerned.

17. 411 personnel to be instructed to give no information to

the press.

For the Commanding Cfficer: f ﬁ f .
7 W’n
L

3¢ G+ FRIZRSON,
Ma jor, 18th Pursuit Group,
Intellizence & Cperations Officer,

DISTRIBUTION:
2- C of S, Haw Div
1- G-2, Haw Div
1- Pro Mar
3- CG, 18th Wng
1- CO, Luke Fld
l- CO, HAD
3- CO, WF
3= S-3, F
5= Ex Off, WF
1= S-4, UF
4-Adj, WF
1- Maj. \heeler




Hi.DQUARTERS EIGHTESZNTH PURSUIT GROUP
Wheeler Field, T. H.

ldarch 12, 1937.

SUBJECT : AMELIA LZaRHART PUTNAM FLIGHT.

TO . A1l Concerned.

1. The following instructions are published for the information and guidancc
of all concerned during the Amelia Zarhart Putnam Flight at Wheeler
Field.

©. PRESS: G0-2, Hawaiian Division, 1S in charge of all publicity and press

relations. No information will be relcased by anyone of this command
unless approved by G-2, Hawailan Division.

The pilots' room of the 75th Squadron Operations will be made available
for Press Headquarters.

Approved members of the Press will be furnished jdentifieation by G-2,
Hawaiian Division. Cars will be parked in rear of Transportation
Building.

3. GUARD AND TRAFFIC: Necessary guard and traffic control will te furnished
by the Provost Marshal, Schofield Barracks. Coordination of seating
arrangements and barriers for spectator control and ground arrangements
will be handled by the Executive Officer, 18th Pursuit Group, 'phone 11l62.

4. #iRIAL: A4ll aerial activities and arrangements for airplane maintenance,
service, control, and aerial operations will te handled and coordinated
by the Group Operations Officer. Mrs. Putnam's plane will be stored in

the 75th Service Squadron hangar under control of the Group Engineering
Officer.

5, POST ACTIVITIES: Upon announcement of "H" hour there will be no further
flying by this Group. sll hangars and buildings not ordered open will
?e locked. All duties other than guard, necessery fatigue, and work
incident to this flight will be suspended. All Headquartiers and Staff
Depa;tments will remain open with sufficient personnel to operate.

UNIFOR: Group Staff--"A" with slacks and yellow gloves.
Officers and enlisted men--normal duty uniform. Coveralls will
be worn only by men cengaged in work.

B SPECTATDRﬁ: Seats for officers, their families and invited guests will
be prn?lded on the ramp between the 26th and €6th Squadron hangars.
Cars will be parked in area adjacent to baseball diamond. Details of

the flight will be broadcast over the Post Loud Speaker System on the
hangar line.




tnlisted men in uniform and their families and invited guests on ramp
in front of 6th and 19th Squadrons. Cars will be parked on road and
area adjacent thereto between Group lHeadquarters and Carter Gate.

Civilians will park and remain in roped area between Group Headquarters
Building and “iright Gate.

7. INFORMATION: The following officers and representatives will be at the
75th Service Squadron Operations Hangar, 'phone 1177, G-2, Hawaiian
Division; Provost Marshall, Hawaiian Division; S-3, 18th Pursuit Group;
~xecutive Officer, 18th Pursuit Group; Flight Surgeon, 18th Pursuit
Group; Liaison Officer, H. .. D.; representatives of Pratt and 'hitney
Alrcraft Compeny and Standard 0il Company, immediately before and
after the landing.

For general information call Group Operations Office, 'phone 1183.

The 11th Photo Section will meke available two photographers to G-2,
Hawaiian Division,

The 75th Service Sguadron will furnish one 0A-3 type airplane with pilot
and crew available on call by Group Operations.

For the Commanding Officer:

-"/;’f -

%fﬁ%
S« G. FRIERSON,

ejor, 18th Pursuit Group,

Intelligence & O:erations Officer.
DISTRIBUTION: "B" ;lus

1l - each Officer,
25 - ;.-.;{'bI‘E L]
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LUKE FIRLD, OANU, T.H.
March 25, 1937.

STATEMENT BY TH: GROUP OPERATIONS OFFICER, L.UKE FIELD.
ARRIVAL AT LUKG FISLD:

19%h, to the effect that Mr. Mantz was about to make a test flight of Miss
Earhart's airplane and would land at LUKE FIELD in about 30 minutes for the
purpose of checking instruments at the Hawaiian Alr Depot. About 11:30 A,
a second telephone message was received from Major Don.lk. Hutehins, Head-
quarters 18th Composite Wing to the effect that Mr. Mantz would land at T.UEKE
FIEZLD and provided he found the runway suitable Miss Earhart would make her
take-off for Howland Island from this station; he requested to be notified
when the airplane landed. Steps were immediately taken to recall all aire
planes and clear the airdrome. Mr. Mantz landed safely about 12:00 Noon.
He was met by General Yount, who happened to be on the field, Colonel Hare
mon, Tieut. Arnold and the undersigned.

Mr. Mantz announced that the airplane was performing excellently; that
the runway afforded better take-off conditions than Wheeler Field and that
Miss Barhart would definitely take-off from TUKE FIELD, He stated that he
had radioed this information to Wheeler Field before landing. The under-
signed notified wing Headquarters and the Operations Officer, Wheeler Field,
Mr. Mantz made arrangements with Tieut. Arnold relative to serviceing the
airplane and left for the city.

ELAN FOR GUARD & TRAFVIC CONTROL XSTABY.ISHED:

A% 1:15 P.M., Oolonel Harmon ealled a meeting of the Group Staff Offi-
cers at his quarters at which he outlined a plan for guard and traffic con~
trol while Miss Larhart's airplane was at this station. Two additional ofe
ficers-of-the-guard were detailed and the normal guard augmented by twenty
super-numeries. In addition twenty-five men were to be retained in each
squadron area for emergency use, The Group Operations Officer was charged
with the airdrome activities. Ain officer was appointed to assist and con-
trol the representatives of the press, so far as possible. The Post Fire
Department and Might Surgeon were notified to be on the alerte.

During the afternoon the airplane was serviced. The undersigned was

present during the preliminary stage and observed with others that there
was sediment in the chamois strainer during a test made by Mr, Mantz. 48 a

result of this Mr. Mentz requested the airplane be serwiced with Air Corps
gasoline, which was provided.

After serviceing was completed the airplane was placed in the Final
rum, the gates closed and a guard posted by the Officer-of-the-

At about 5:00 P.M., Colone) Harmon notified the undersigned that he

5
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talked with Miss Zarhart on the telephone and was advised that she intended
o teke~off at 11:00 P.M. or at dawn; that the decision would depend on
weather reports to be received from Howland Island,

At dusk orders were issued that the field boundary and obstacle lights
should be turned on and left on all night. Tights were also set out to oute
line the edges of the landing mat,

At about 9:30 P.M. word was received that the take-off was scheduled at
dawn and that Miss Karhart and her partsy would arrive at T.UXE FIELD about
3:30 AJM., Mareh 20th,

During the night it rained moderately.

PREPARATIONS FOR TAKE~OFF i

A% 3:45 A.ide the Officer-of-the-Day, (2nd Tieut. R.C. Cannon, Air-Ree
serve) reported with a guard detail of twenty men at the Final Assembly Hane
gar, Hawaiian Air Depot and established a rope barrier. 4 sentry was placed
on the road to the Fleet iir Base with orders to turn back all but Navy pere
sonnel. An officer (1st Lieut. H.B. Thatcher, Air Corps) was sent with sixe
teen men to establish & line of sentries at two hundred foot intervals along
the Vest side of the mat and to relight and relocate certain of the lights
around the mat. These sentries were instructed to keep unauthorized persons

off the mat and to observe as closely as possible the point at which the aire
plane left the ground,

Miss Earhart and her party which included, Mr. Mantz, Captain Manning,
Mr. Noonan, Mr. Holmes and Miss Minor, arrived at T.UKE FIELD about &:36 or
4:30 A.M. via the Meet iir Base. Several newspaper reporters also arrived
at this time. There were no casual visitors as the Tuke Field ferry had not
yet commenced operation for the day.

The airplane was removed from the hangar and placed on the waruing-up
apron. MNr, Mantz was observed to make an inspection of the airplane, in-
cluding the landing gear and tires, after which he entered the pilots cock=
pit, ran up the engines and then shut them off. They appeared to be funce
tioning excellently. Miss Barhart had meanwhile been going over her charts
and the weather forecast provided by the Fleet iir Base, in the room set
aside for her in the rear of the Final Assembly Hangar. After Mr. Mantz had
warmed up the airplane she left the hangar and got into the airplene. At
her request the Southwest flood lights were turned on for about ten minutes
while she surveyed the runway from her sest in the cockpit. Apparently
satisfied she then asked that they be turned off, After a brief discussion
with Mr. Mantz she stated that she would await daylight for her take-off.

A% 5:30 A.M. the motors were started, Captain Manning and Mr.

Noonan
took their places and at 5:40 she taxied out,




Miss Zarhart taxied to the Northeast end of the runway preceded by Wre
Mantz in an automobile. At this 1m¢-mqu1nwmm

the FMeet Air Base hangars and in spite of attempts
1ights, followed Niss Barhart's airplane to the Northeast end of the mat

ﬁintprhdautnrth-mmhmuh.

i.
E
;

Some of the personnel of the Hawaiian iir Depot stationed themselves at
intervals along the side of the mat.

At this time there was sufficient daylight to see Miss Earhart dimly at
the far end of the runway. Atmospheric visibility was good. The sky wae
overcast at 3,000 - 4,000 feet. A 1ight arift of wind from the Southwest
barely fluttered the wind sock on building (78, The horizon was quite bright
toward the South.

Miss Zarhart paused very briefly in teke-off position then apparently
opened both throttles wide., From where the undersigned was standing near the
Southwest end of the mat the airplene appeared to gain speed quickly. The
wing tips were observed to wobble slightly as it ran over un-evennesses on
the mat. Suddenly, the airplane was seen to be veering to the left with in-
creasing rapidity as in the initial stage of a ground loop; as it swung 1%
titted with the outer (i.e. right-hand]} wing almost screping the mat. The
right hand Yanding gear suddenly collapsed followed by the other and the air-
plane 81id in an abrupt left hend skid on its bdelly. 4 shower of sparks
spurted from between the airplane and the mat.

The TUXE FIELD orash truck had followed the airplane on the take-off and
was on the scene immediately. The persons neurest the scene reached it withe
in a fow seconds. The undersigned leaped into an automabile and hurried to
the scene, arriving first as Miss ZEarhart and her crev omerged unhurt. As
promptly as possidle the Officer-ofe-the~Day estadblished a guard around the
wrecked sirplane and all unauthorized persons wvero ordered off the mat. A

long rope was obtained and held by seatries at twenty pace intervals. otrict
ordere were issued against amoking.

REMOVAL OF DAMAGED AIRPTANE:

The Eagineering Officer, Hawaiian Air Depot, (Lieut. arnold) with pere
sonnel from the Depot immediately commenced the work of removing the damaged
airplane. The major portion of the gasoline load was first withdrawm into
the 72nd Bombardment Squadron refueling truck. 41l personal and techaicsl
equipment was removed and placed in safe-keeping in the Depot at Tieut., Arne
olds* direction. At sbout 8:00 A.M. the guard was withdrawn as being no
longer necessary. In spite of steady rain the work of removal was continued
and the damaged airplane placed in the Fina)l Assemdbly Hangar, Hawaifan air
Depot, pending disposition, by 3:30 P.i. | |

PUBLICITY:
In sccordance with instructions from the Commending







HAWALIIAN AIR DEPOT,
Tuke Field, T. He
March u. lml

STATEMENT OF FIRST LIEUTENANT DONATLD D. ARNOLD, Air Corps, Engineering Offie
¢er, Hawaiian Air Depot, Tuke Field, T. H.

On Mareh 12, 19537, I was verbally notified by Major Chas. E. Branshaw,
Alr Corps, that I was appointed to act as Hawaiian Air Depot Hepresentative
in connection with the /melia EBarhart Putnam Around the vorld Flight. My
understanding was that the facilities of the Hawaiian Air Depot were at the
dis posal of Mrs. Putnam's representatives and that I was to coordinate all
activity between Wheeler or Tuke Field and the Depot. I was directed to ree
port to Major S, G. Frierson, Air Corps Officer in charge of activities at
Vheeler Field, and did so on March 12, 1937, He directed that I deep in
touch with him and that I report to him at the scheduled hour of arrival of
Mrs. Putnam.

During the few days prior to the arrival of Mrs. Putnam I organized an
alert crew, and the following named Depot employees agreed to offer their
time and services without extra compensation:

Re Co Miller, Shop Superintendent

Be M., Johnson, Administrative Assistant
He T.o Roberson, Propellers

He Re Beacom, Instruments

Tal ‘l m. m m.

Ce Jo Murphy, Airplane Mechanic

He F. Geslien, Electrician

¥. Co Jones, Welder

Ve He Dittmer, Velder

It did not become necessary to use this alert crew.

On March 17, 1937, I received word that Mrs. Putnam, Mr. Paul Mantz,
Captain Harry Manning, and Captain Fred Noonan had departed for Wheeler
Field at 2:00 P.Me in a Tockheed Electra Airplane NR16020, At 8:00 P.Ms I
visited the Fleet Air Base Administration Building and followed the radio
progress reports of the flight until 4:00 A.M. the following morning., I then
departed for Wheeler Field and was on hand for the arrival at 5:45 A.u.

March 18, 1957, A wheels~first landing was made satisfactorily.

factorily. He stated that just prior
perienced icing conditions for a brief



Inasmuch as the 75th Service Squadron mechanics had the situation in
hand, Major Frierson notified me that the services of the Depot would not be
required from present indications. Mr. Mantz contacted Mr. Thomas, Pratt &
%hitney Representative, and explained the check-over he wanted made on the
S3H1 type engines. Mr. Mantz requested thirty-six new spark plugs from the
wheeler Field Station Supply, but it developed that the Air Corps could fur=
nish only reconditioned plugs, as the supply of new plugs had long since been
exhausted, Mr. Mantz and Mr. Thomas decided that the plugs did not require
replacing and the thirtyesix Air Corps plugs were returned to stock.

I remained available at Wheeler Field and watched the progress of the
maintenance work on the airplane during the day, dbut did not engage in any
operation., The ‘heeler Field mechanics removed the right propeller from
asirplane and attempted to disassemble it, under orders of the Station |
neering Officer. A% 2:40 P.M. I was asked by Mr. Mantz to take both propel
lers to the Depot as Wheeler Field lacked special tools to complete the dis=-
assembly. Mr, Mantz was reluctant in asking for services so late in the day
and I assured him that we were willingly at his disposal. He did not acoom=
pany me to the Depet but returned to Honmolulu for a much needed rest. How-
ever, before he left I explained that whereas the Depot facilities were at
his disposal, we could do no work on his airplane without specific instruc-
tions from him snd requested his supervision where possible.

'§

The Commanding Officer of the Depot was notified and the following
qualified employees were assigned to the propeller job:

Re Co Miller, Superintendent
Re G, Owens, Inspector

Le T.o Heidlebaugh, Foreman

He T.. Hoberson, Mechanic

Cple BEe Jo Cashman, Assistant
Pvt. T. A. Dyblez, Assistant

The propellers arrived at the Depot at 4:00 P.M. March 18, 1957 and
were returned to "heeler Field via their own transportation on the 12:45 AdMe
erry Boat the following moraning. These employees worked continuously on the
ob and I obtained sandwiches and coffee through the couwrtesy of the 65th
rvice Squadron Mess. Colonel Harmon, Major Branshaw, and Mr. Thomas visite

Se
ed the Depot at 8:00 P.M. I kept Mr. Mantz frequently informed by telephomne
of our progress.

e
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hub. On this sype propeller the blades should have a certain freedom
movement between low and high piteh positions., Inasmuch as it was
to reassemble this propeller at the designed pitch, I contacted ir.
for information, but as he did not have this information about the
angle he ordered that the maximua pitch be made to correspond with the
hend propeller which we had not yet disassembled. This wes found to be

i

d

twenty~-six degrees and that setting was made. %“e then overhauled the left
hand propeller and found that slight galling had occurred. Both propellers
were cleaned and lubricated with Mobile No. 2 lubricant which is Air Corps

Speecification for sumer use.

I went to vheeler Field on the morning of March 19, 1937 and
thoroughly %o Mr. Mantz the exeet procedure on the propellers at the
and he agreed to give me & report after his test flight. At noon Mr.
Mr. Chris Holmes, and Miss Terry Minor made a noxma) take-off from ‘theeler
Field and landed at Tuke Field shortly thereafter. A satisfactory wheels-
first landing was made at Tuke Field and the following crew was assigned to
Mr. Mantz.

i

fred vood, Chief Inspector, in charge
Ueo. Miller .

As T.» Sanderson

Te Yewia

T« Fry

e Lo Helid)ebaugh

He Re Beacom

Te V. Young

Mr. Mantz reported to me that the propellers worked execellently and
functioned better than they had ever done previously. This remark was made
in the presence of General Yount.

In the early afterncon Mrs, Putnam told me that her plans were depen=
dant upon the weather entirely. Mr. Mantz requested me to house his aire
plane and the following procedure was outlined by him.

1. Furnish him with Sperry Instrument Mechanic. MNr. Gibson and ur,
Beacom were assigned, and after a brief check of the instruments they were
pronownced OK by Mre. Mantz and no work was performed Or vas necessarye

2. The right oleo leg ¢
H/' inches. A leaky
requested Mr, Young
urement of the left

pronounced OK.

3. The engine oil
thies was to be accomplished

Whitney Hepresentative.
1. Sanderson to assist



4. The gasoline tanks were to be serviced as specified %o Mr. Young
by Mr. Mantz, direct from the Standard 011 Company gas truck, through a
chamols 1ined funnel. Mr, Mantz left Tuke Field at 1150 P.M. and the ganso=
1ine arrived at 2:30 P.M, Mr. Wood, Oivilian Depot Inspector, supervised the
servicing. Fifteen gallons of gasoline were pumped during a forty-minute
period, dus to the failure of the gasoline to Mow freely through the chamois.
Mr. Wood found that considerable sediment nad collected from the gasoline hose
and ologged the chemois. I ordered the servicing stopped and immediatély tel-
ephoned Mr. Mantz in Honolulu of owr findings. He requested that servicing be
continued with Air Corps gasoline, which wae subsequently arranged for through
Tisut. Colonsl Peabody, who was at the Depot at that time. I requested Mr.
Mantz to handle this matter himself direct with the gtandard 041 Compmny Rep=
resentative, who was also at the Depot at that time, and placed that gentleman
on the telephone connection I had made with Mr, Mantz and gathered from their
sonversation that considerable wrangling and arguing was taking place over the
gasoline situation, I had suspended all servicing operations at the request
of Mr. Mantz, pending his arrival from Honolulu at 4:16 P.Ms In the meantime
the Otandard OA) w-nm-m.a-.uorpnnuw-m-.m
out Mr. Wood observed tiny, hand specimens of sediment on the chamois. Tieut,
Colonel Peabody, Tieut, Colonel Harmen, Ma jor, Reeves, and Yieut, Bishop were
present and each examined the chamois but made no open comment, I extracted
a suall plece of sediment and examined it under a microscope. The Stundard
041 Represnetative asked if he might also take a look, He made the statement
to Tieut. Bishop and me that it looked 1ike rust. He urged me to proceed with

the servioing and while I awaited the arrival of Mr., Mantz he made the follow-
ing overtures %o me!

a. Pump the gasoline out of his truck into an empty Alr Corps
truck and repump through our truck's segregator into the airplane,

b. lRearrange his mnmnuum-orrnnlmm
the top of his tank rather than from the bottom,

6. Hervice the airplane with Alr Corps gasoline and permit
him to dunp the equivalent amount from his truck into the Alr
Oorps underground tanks, thus hoping to satiasfy Mr. Mantz.

After 1istening to his proposals I informed him that the Ar Corps had
no interest in the matter watsoever and I had neither official nor personal

authority in connection with the flight, the orew, or the sponsors, and must
wait for Mr, Manta.

Mr. Mants arrived and ordered the Standard 011
some gasoline through a ohamois. This was done and
found., The Standard 01) Representative argued wi
vas already in the chamois and did not
.md.mu-u-mmmm
mmmmm.-mmm-mm
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The airplane was then locked in the Final Assembly Hangar at 7:50
P, and a guard was furnished by the Commanding officer of Tuke Field,

I obtained eight sets of sleeping equipment from Major Reeves and the
erew of Depot employees retired in the Final Assembly Hangar at 11:30 PJMe
Mosquitoes, however, prevented their l_nluptng comfortably.

At 3:45 AeM., March 20, 1957 we opened the Hangar and placed the air-
plane on the Line. Mrs. Putnam and crew arrived about 4:30 A.M. « Mantz
requested an additional seventy-five gallons of gasoline, meking & total of
590 gallons furnished.

At 4:45 AJ. Press representatives arrived and established themselves
in my office without advance notice. As soon as this was brought to my ate
tention I notified these gentlemen thet all telephone charges were to be reo=-
versed and positively not charged to me or %o the Govermment. I arranged
specific desks for their use and notified the tT.uke Field Operator of the
telephones designated for Press use. At 53100 A.M. Mr. Mentz thoroughly ine
spected the airplane, sested the engines, and shut them off. The flood
1ights were turned on and Mrs. Putnam inspected the runway fyrom the cockpit
of the airplane. A light rain during the night had wet the runway. The
1ighte were turned off and Mr., Noonan and Mr. Manning boarded the airplane.
Mys., Putnam started the engines at 5:50 A.M. and at 5:40 taxied Northeast
down the Navy side of the runway hmlmmduomnhdwur. Young
and Mr. Mantz on the ground with f1ashlights. After Mrs. Putnam had taxied
about one-third of the way down the runway a Grumman jmphibian taxied out
from the Navy Hangars and followed her airplane down the Field. I believe
ﬂplrl:odatmn‘.!'ndafmnﬂdl- I 414 not see it take-off. One of
the Naval Officers present with our own group attempted to signal the airplane
to stop dbut his efforts were unavailing. I took position on the Final Assem~
bly ramp with Mr. Chris Holmes. The tee indicated wind direction exactly on
the center line of the runway from the direction of Barbers Point. A Very
glight intermittent breeze was blowing, possible not more than one mile per
hour. The buildings and various objects were distinguishable in the grey dawn
but there was insufficient 1ight to permit photography without flashlights.
The sky toward Homolulu was dark and Koolau Range was barely discernable
against the background of dark ¢louds., Off Barbers Point, however, the sky
wae surprisingly bright with good visibility. smoke from two dredges at the

mouth of Pearl Harbor was plainly noticeable. A scattered broken ceiling was
perhaps 3,000 feet.

General Yount assured himself that the crash truck and ambulance were
placed on the alert. Mrs. Putnam made a 180 degree left turn at the far end
ummm-nm:mmm.mmnmmmlmcm
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the Navy side I saw a long streak of flying sparks under the airplane, fol-
lowed instantly by the sound of grinding metal. The airplane instantly dreop-
ped on its belly and slid to a stop, right side up, but headed in the direo=-
tion from which it had come., No fire ensued. I grabbed Mr. Chris Holmes by
the arm and together we sped to the scene of the crash in my car. Mrs. Pute
nam was standing upright in the cockpit but Mr., Noonan and Capt. Manning had
not yet alighted. Nr. Holmes proceeded to assist Mrs. Putnam and the crowd
formed immediately. Tieut. Colonel Harmon established a guard around the aire
plane. The Tuke Field crash truck was at the airplane when we arrived with
fire hose extended to the fuselage. None of the crew was injured, Mr. Man-
ning slightly bruised his right arm at the elbow, I escorted Mrs. Putnam, MNr.
Holmes, Mr. Noonan, and Mr. Menning to my car down the runway while she recon-
structed the accident. I made no attempt to question her and she volumteered
all information. The Press had mot yet interviewed her as we were alone in my
car. I heard her say to the crew, "The ship fumnctioned perfectly at the staxd.
nttpimwthoﬂshtuum“ndthmlrmupﬂlu
the right. I eased off the left engine and the ship started a long persistent
ljeft turn and ended up where it is now. It was all over instantly. The first
thing I thought of was the right oleo or the right tire letting go. The way
the ship pulled it was probably a flat tire."” Ve stopped at intervals and she
exsmined the marks of the tires and mentioned that the right track was much
wider than the left. Wr. Noonan remarked, "This is a piece of G. D. bad luck, "
Mrs. Putnam replied, "Yes, it is a 1ittle bit disappointing.” Mr. Manning was
non-comnittal. Ve returned to the airplane for a closer examination and the
Press began firing questions from al) sides. It was noticeable that most of
the questions were leading questiomns, such as, "You ran through bumnches of
grass, didn't you?" Her answer to this was, "The runway was perfect. The
grass had nothing to do with it. I am sure of a structursl failure."” She then
asked me to drive her to a telephone where she could make a Trags-Pacific call
to her husband. Mr. Holmes suggested we all go to his house. I drove them to
the Navy Boat Dock and they departed for Honolulu. Mrs. Putnam and her crew
were profuse in expressing their appreciation for the cooperation of the Alr
Corps. The morning she arrived at Tuke Field she remarked, "My Goodness, none
of you people have had a moment's resti”

I immediately returned to the airplane and found that Mr. Mantz had al-
ready begun unloading equipment from the airplane, I reported to General Yount
that Mentz had requested me to move the airplane to the Final issembly Hangar
and store the personal effects in the tool room of that building. I assigned
the following employees, with Mr. Wood in charge, for this purpose, and he re-
ceived instructions from Mr. Mantz. I obtained trucks for
and commandeered one of the Luke
to the Final Assembly tool

e L. Heidlebaugh

T.. Vo Young
Geo. Miller
L- n. M"
Ae T« Sanderson
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At 11:00 AJM. Major Branshaw informed me that all members of the flight
had left T.uke Field to sail on the Malolo at noon for the mainland and that he
had obtained a release from Mrs. Putnam, The cranes available at the depot
were of insufficient capacity to 1ift the airplane to & trailer, and through
the courtesy of Commander Mullinix a large crane was obtained from the leet
Alr Base. As the Base is closed al)l day on Seturdays, and as the services of
a qualified operator are required to operate this complicated machine, it was
necessary for them to order out their eivilian crane operator from his home
in Homolulu. In spite of a continual tropical rain, all workmen continued
steadily on the job of salvage, and at 5:00 P.M. &11 property was under lock
and key and Major Branshaw was so notified by telephone. Before the airplane
was removed from the runway 650 gallons of gasoline were pumped into the 72nd
Squadron Service Truck to lessen the weight of the airplaene and reduce the fire
hazard. This truck was turned over to T.ieut. Bishep, Station Engineering Of-
ficer, Tuke Field, On March 21, 1957 sergeant Charbaugh and I plotted the
wheel marks on the runway and a chart was prepared. The permanent white center
Tines of the runway were used ae base lines in preparing this chart, and meas-
urements were frequently checked back on these lines. A sheet of graph paper
was used and the track was plotted at five~foot intervals. Due to the many
automobile and sirplene tracks on the runway at the turn around and beginning
to take-off it was impossible to identify the Tockheed tracks, and no attempt
was made to plot unidentified tracks or to locate position of actual turn
around or point of take~off. Only those points easily identified were plotted.
Mr. ¥illiams, Depertment of Commerce Inspector, had taken only a few measure
ments of the tracks, and I deemed it advisable to preserve as much information
as possible, At 9:00 A.M. March 22, 1937, Mr. Williams arrived at my office
and annomced he was prepared to begin his investigation. I requested Mr,
williams to please sdvise Ceneral Yount of his intentions, and he did so. GCen-
eral Yount ordered me to render Mr. “illisms such assistance as was necessary
in comnection with his official duties. Ceneral Yount also advised that the
forming of an opinion of the accident was lMr. #i1liams®' own responsibility.

Mr. Williams spent the entire day in routine investigation work on the airplane
and 444 not discuss the accident with me., He left Tuke Field at 3:00 P.Me Do=-
pot employees removed the wings from the airplane upon order of Major Branshaw,
but no further work was done. On March 23, 1937 the remaining 165 galloms of
gasoline, which could not be removed when the airplane was on the runway, was
dreined., This gasoline was placed in 55 gallon drums, marked with the number
of the airplane, NR16020, and the words, "Hold Until Further Notice.” The
drums were turned over to the Depot Supply Officer with verbal instructions as
shown in quotes above. Major Branshaw notified me at 10:00 A.M. t0o withhold
all work in comnection with the airplane until further orders. However, I was
to lay temporary plans to crate and prepare for shipment upon short notice. Mr.
Baker of the Depot Supply already had plans laid and material ready, including
engine erates, in case the engines are removed for shipment. Mr., Williams was

on duty @11 day and asked the following employees for statements on what they
saw at the time of the acecident. PV F s I

Miss K. A. Haenisch
Fred wood

T.e Do Tewis

épl. E. Je Cashman




On March 24, 1957 no work was accomplished on the airplane, The iir
Corps Accident Board, consisting of Major Melville, T.ieut. K. A. Rogers, and
Tieut. H. S. Bishop, inspected the airplene. On March 25, 1937, at 9:10 AJde
Major Branshaw notified me to proceed with preparing the airplane for shipe
ment on the T.urline. iir, Vood and I checked the pitch angle of both propele
lers after they were removed from the engines snd found them o be in low
piteh position and identical as to setting. Both oleo leg air valves wore
inspected and found apparently in good order. The engines were removed and
erated and all miscellaneous articles were inventoried by the Supply Jeetion
and packed for shipment. The sirplane fuselage and engines were coated with
& rust and corrosion preveuntive. Fabric covers and boots were instslled over
the engine nacelles and wing butts. A cradle was fitted to the fuselage as a
suppert in place of the landing gear. Due to the short notice given on deads
line for shipment, the crew worked continuously on the job wntil 8:00 ..
Very close supervision has been given all operations om this airplane since
it was placed in the Depot's care by Mrs. Futnam, and absolutely no damage
was done to the airplane or accessories while in our care. The Cost Accounte

ing Department has maintained an accurate record of time and labor on all op=
erations in which this Depot was involved.

Depot employees were cautioned from time to time that although there
Was no secrecy concerning this f1ight, it would not be considered good policy
for them to express themselves on any matter invelving their personal opinion.
A1l inquiries were referred to members of the crew on the f1ight when possible,
or were referred to Major Melville. Om March 26, 1957 the process of comple t-
ing the airplane for shipment was completed. Slings were adjusted and wrapped
with felt padding to prevent seratching the Tuselage. A thorough inspection
was made of the completed job by Major Branshaw, and the windows and nose 56C~
tion compartment were sealed. The cabin door was locked and all property was
officialy placed in the care of the Young Brothers Representative at 2:350 p.M.

A1l Depot employees cooperated whole~heartedly and willingly. In spite of
long hours and adverse conditions they en joyed it.




HAWAIIAN AIR DEPOT
Luke Field, T.H.
m " 1’"'

Lye-witness account of crash of AMELIA EARHART'S airplane at T.uke Field,
Tele, Saturday, March 20, 1937, |

On Friday, March 19th, Mr, Thomas, Pratt & Whitney representative,
asked me if I would do a 1ittle work on the engines of Miss Earhart's ship.
I went over to the ship and removed the two oil strainers and cleaned them,
After a good cleaning, I reinstalled them and securely safetyed them under
Mr, Thomas' supervision, I then helped to refuel the ship and also cleaned
the fuel strainers, The ship was then put into the hangar and the doors
were closed and guards placed around the hangar,

Shortly after 4:15 A.M,, March 20th, the ship was taken out on the
1ine where Mr, Paul Mantz gave the engines and ship a thorough going over,
The ship was then taxied down to the north end of the flying field in pre-
paration for the takeeoff to Howland Island; the time was about 5:30 A.M,

I had walked down to about the middle of the flying field to be on
hand in case of any mishap, In e few minutes the ship was turned around and
headed back up the field on the take~off., It seemed to me that the lef't en~
gine was turning over a little faster than the right engine and the ship was
taking its course slightly toward the right of the field where I was stande
ing. At about one hundred yards away from me the right engine seemed to
take a quick hold and the ship at once changed its course from
a sharp left «- about a quarter circle, At this point the right wing
to settle toward the ground and the left wing upwards, The left whee
left the ground and remained in that position for about fifty or
before the right running gear gave way and let the ship come down on its

under-carriage. The tire gave way just as the ship settled down on its right
side,

This is a true statement of what I saw of the crash from where I
was standing.




HAVAILAN AIR DEPOT
m “. 1“‘,-

Lye-witness account of corash of AMETIA SARHART'S airplane at Tuke Field,
Telle, &t“,' Maxrch 20, 1997,

On Saturday, March 20th, 1937, the following was observed by the
underaigned.

After having added extra fuel, Mr. Mantz warmed up the engines of
Miss Xarhart's plane. After checking the engines, Mr. Mantz s#¢T the engines
off and Miss Jarhart prepared to get into the plane for the take-of'f, Niss
sarhart and two (2) assistante entered the plane for the take-off and waited
for approximately an hour for daylight. Flood lights were turned on so that
Miss Zarhart could get the lay of the landing field.

At daybreak the plane was taxied by Miss Barhart to the far end of
the runway for the take-off. After turning, the take-off was immediately

started., The engines appeared to be running wide open and sounded satis~
flﬁtm-

Approximately 800 to 1000 feet after the start for take~off, the
plane appeared to turn to the right slightly, and then turned to the left
doing a left ground loope. In this ground loop, the landing gear, both right
and left, appeared to have been knocked off, the right going first. usoon
after losing the landing gear the right wing struck the run-way. After the
wing struck the ground the fuselage and motors settled on the ground and
seemed to skid for some distance,

By the time the airplane had stopped doing the ground loop, the
Tuke Field fire department was at the plane prepared to put out any possie
ble fire. The mechanics from the Hawaiilan Air Depot who were standing along
the edge of the Yanding mat ran aoroess the run-way to the plane wi
fighters. Mr. Mantz with a fire fighter accompanied




the airplane, This n-pnlymltmmmchrmmﬂ
the plane -aliftdp-rilyﬂﬁntluw“tmﬂm‘l
erane furnished by the Navy. nﬁumtmmr-nMapﬂm
el; the other cranes were removed, nliunmtuhnol.ulﬁl
reised and placed on a trailer furnished by the Depot Supplye.

The
trailer were removed from the landing ma to the Hawaiian Air Depot as
as the Depot end of the mat by means

-
m e

It was necessary %o use
er the rest of the distance from

Hawaiian Afir Depet on the flying
£1014d between the end of the mat the Depot. The plane was put into the
Fina) Assembly hangar, mmnm.mmmmmmw
ing on the plane went home.




HAWAIIAN AIR DEPOT
Luke Field, Tel,
m “. 1ml

Eye~witness account of crash of AMELIA EARHART'S airplane at Luke Field,
TeHe Saturday, March 20, 1937,

up to about half throttle. The plane proceeded up the runway approximately
100 yards when both motors were given full throttle. Very shortly there~
noticed a slight tendency to turn to the right, immediately the mo~
unded as if one had been slightly reduced in speed. The plane be~
turn to the left which was very pronounced and at an angle approxie
45 degrees to parallel with the runway both

the plane proceeded approximately 10 feet and started to rurn in a very
short cirele, the landing gear collapsed and the plane slid backwards a
short distance. Then I immediately ran in to render aid.

t
-
i
£

Civilien Euployee,
Hawaiien Air Depot.




HAWAIIAN AIR DEPOT
Tuke Field, T.H.
March 23, 1957,

Eye-witness account of crash of AMET.IA EARHART'S airplane at Tuke Field,
T.H., Saturday, March 20, 1937,

off. I noticed that when she swung

off she was slightly to the right of the runway center line. with the

{n this position I was on her right. About three or four minutes later she
gave both engines the throttle and

mmmmmxmmmutmm
veer slightly to the right. Then, just

the right, it started back to the left. After it travelled about fifty
munnmrmtmm1n.1w-mmumu-unuu-
m.-lalﬂm:cuwumum. The

around $o the left in a ground loop with a shower sparks coming out from

Mﬂit-hlu.mmhnﬂhubdnhonhhmﬁm
from whence it came.
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L] rm.
Civilian Employee,
Hawaiian Air Depot.




airplane at Luke Field,
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LUKE FIELD, T. He
mu.lm'

Eye-witness account of crash of AMETIA EARHART'S airplane at Luke Field,
T.H., Saturday, March 20, 1937,

T accompanied the fire truck erew in following Miss Earhart's

plnamthonurﬁnatudetmmmuhmw. After

mmmmmmmmmmraatnmm.m
gunned them and started down the field.

nm--ammmmmmmm:ma

down the field. We had reached a speed of approximately 50 miles per
mmmn—:m-mwmumun. As 1t passed

us it started swerving to the east side of the field. As the plane stari=
ed $o0 turn there was a sherp report as if a tire had blown out, As this

settled on the stomack of the fuselage

EDWARD CHARTES SCHULTZ, |
6878961, Private,
65th Service Squadron,
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WAR DEPARTMENT

Am Conra

Porm No, ¢
(Approved July 18, 1000}

Station

WAR DEPARTMENT

|.: AIR CORPS

MEMORANDWM RECEIPT
ARSRLLS

] CREDIT
] DEBIT

No.

lﬂ'hll.!‘.l- H&u

Issuing organization

Date

Hewadlien Alr Jepot, luke Fleld, T. H.

:Ismmdm } Amelis “wrhart fopresentative at Luice I'ield
— 2 |5

1 L]

1 A

1 -

1 -

1 "

B !
i Box
1 <2 |
1 . |
l L]
1

e -
e BT
BSTHY =
I acknowledge receipt of the above-listed Air Corps propert >
.‘H.-.-;_ i i -
B
o

* Btrike out words not applicable,



: wm , TO RERCEIPT ‘?f@‘. 3 I
SO %, )

NOTHs  +Items placed in airplane,
Fa.

- : Cloth "lying Helmet
; (ue Pound Ball of left B
ookestitoh twist, type B, 9 cord
3 1 " Peskage containing 85 rolls Panechromtic Kodak
filn, 88 620
L 1 n
é : .
] "
1 ]
8 1 "
|
L .9 "
1 % :
.in 1 "
|12 8 .
, 6 "
3 43
15 .1 "
16 1
17 *1
15 *1
19 *1
.
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\melia’s Own Story’ |

How Lockheed Crashegl 'n

By AMELIA EARHART ‘.
\
|

(Written for The Advertiser BY Special Arrangement with  ~
New York Herald-Tribune)
LUKE FIELD, 7:30 A.M., March 20.—It’s amazing how much
can happen in one dawn. . g ;
Instead of being 150 miles en route to Howland island by air- |
plane, the crew of the Lockheed Electra in just four hours will

The airplane which brought us
mantled by efficient army ! at Luk
back to the factory at Burbank, California.
wiped off and one wing is damaged. ]
not hurt nor is the body itself.

What happened? e Tapevtgas

Witnesses said a tire
tracks carefully I believe
mary cause of the accident.
ened, may have given way. =

Watchers on the ground saw the
pulled to my right. I immediately
opposite, engine and ucceeded in changing the swing of the I
from the right to the left. For a moment I thought T would be
(Continued on Page 8 Col. 4)

i
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Amelia Tells Own Story [
Of Luke Field Crash

(Continued from Page 1)

~ to gain control of the Electra and straighten out the course. {
J But, alas. The load was so heavy that once we were started in
_ an arc there was nothing to do but let the plane ground loop as }

easily as possible.

GASOLINE SPILLS

With the excessive weight placed on the landing gear on the
right, it was wrenched free and gasoline sprayed from the drain
of the right well. That there was no resulting fire is surely a re-
sult of the kind wishes and generous thoughts which have come
from all over the world. That no one was even shaken attests to
the sturdiness of construction and the general safety of the air-
craft.

I must say a good word for Fred Noonan and Harry Manning,
They were both calm as could be. In fact, when the first men
reached the plane and opened the cabin door Fred Noonan
methodically began folding up his charts. He says that when I fily
again he is ready to go along.

I feel that this is only a postponement of my flight. T hope to
try again to carry out the original plans. That will mean the
Honolulu-Oakland part of the Pacific for the third time!

HEAVY FUEL LOAD

I had 900 gallons of gasoline aboard. That was almost as much '
as I had to come here from Oakland although the contemplated
distance to Howland Island is 600 miles shorter.

I was doubtiful of the weather and took along enough to re-
turn after eight hours if it was necessary for any reason. However,
this load was not the ship's limit by any means. So easily was the
plane running down the runway that I thought the takeoff was
over. In ten seconds more we would have been off and would
have had the landing gear up. There was no indication that any-
thing was off normal until something happened on the right '

In retrospect I am thankful that the failure occurred her:
rather than landing on perhaps some isolated corner far from he!

. SAYS ‘THANKS, ALL' il s

I am particularly sorry to have had any kind of a
Luke field. The runway is excellent and every facility
fiying available. My present wish is to follow through as soo:
the plane and engines are reconditioned. RE TR,

May I e:prusm;rﬂnnhhlllwhum_m- a
faithfully and warn them that I shall ask their
This list includes members of the U. S. coastguar

1avy officials, radio men both private and go ‘ernme
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NO ONE HURT.—Afier crashing in her attempled lakeoft for Ho wland Island at Luke field yesterday morning, Amelia Earhart's slee k twin-m
en. Only clever maneuvering by the premier woman flver saved th e plane’s three occupanis from death. Here the crew of an army air c orps
caution against further damage to the ship, (Photo by Pan-Pacific P ress Bureau.) |




